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ROTOSCOPE
Written by Paul Brassard

MARCH 21 RECAP HERE COME THE ROBOTS

The award-winning Titan Robotics Team came to our meeting and
demonstrated their robot which moves and can accurately toss a large ring
into a narrow target. This group of young people were anything but robotic,
demonstrating creative engineering skills as well as the full range of business
and people skills necessary to manage a $36,000 budget that includes
building two robots and attending local and out of town competitions.

As you can imagine, these kids are super smart and there is nothing artificial
about their intelligence. The business side includes purchasing parts,
fundraising, making travel arrangements, and graphic design for branding
and merchandise. The engineering side includes design, testing, and
programing. Ita€E™s a pretty intense commitment that involves working six
days a week during &€ocebuild seasona€ including 12 hours on Saturdays.
They start by making a prototype design out of wood. From the prototype,
the CAD team completes the final design for the build. Then the
programming team writes the necessary code. At the recent local
competition in El Segundo, they took 14th place out of 44 teams, which was
enough to make the playoffs. At the conclusion of the presentation, we
awarded the team with a $2000 check from Rotary Charities.
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ANOTHER NEW MEMBER IS INDUCTED

Miranda Zhang was inducted by past president Rob Feidler and, in the
process, lowered the average age of our members by two years. Miranda
emigrated from Beijing prior to her senior year in high school and completed
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cosmetics. Her husband Randy was in the audience. They have been married
six years and have a four-year-old daughter.

CHINESE CLUB POSTER CONTEST
Chinese Club president Se-Yao Hsu and MAF chair Mei Mei Liu visited our
club to promote the Poster Contest for this yeara€™s Mid-Autumn Festival

Gala, to be held on November 2", The poster design needs to follow the
event theme of d€ceAuthenticity, Beauty, Compassion.a€ A $500 scholarship
will be awarded to the winning designer. The deadline is April 30, 2024.

2024 Mid-Autumn Festival Gala Theme
Poster Contest

Authenticity, Beauty, Compassion
rE |=| o 7<

Authenticity - By being genuine and sincere while
staying true to what’s right, you can follow your
heart and dreams.

Beauty - Surpassing mere physical beauty, the inner
beauty of kindheartedness and altruism makes the
soul truly shine.

Compassion - Sympathy and care toward each
other encourage a community of love and respect.

Digital format is acceptable and
the size is 8.5" x 11"

Deadline: 4/30/2024

The scholarship reward $500
Award ceremony : 11/2/2024 MAF

ese Club of San Marino office at
§796-5190 or info@ CCSM.org

MARCH 28 PROGRAM: RYLA KIDS

Expect the same level of youthful exuberance at the March 2gth meeting
when the RYLA kids will &€cetake overa€ the meeting. These kids will be
back from their &€cemountain top experienced€ at the Rotary Youth
Leadership camp at Running Springs. In addition to sending 12 student
leaders, our club is also providing four adult counselors: Grant Fujiwara,
Paul Brassard, Gilda Moshir and Mike Driebe. I&€™ve been told that every
Rotarian owes it to themselves to be part of the RYLA camp experience at
least once.

SAVE THE DATE: EGG HUNT AND PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Fire Chief (and fellow Rotarian) Mark Rueda invited everyone to attend the
annual pancake breakfast and Egg Hunt in Lacy Park on March 30t, Cost of
the breakfast is only $5. Come enjoy this community tradition.
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Bring your baskets, bunny ears, and
appetite! This fun filled event includes
craffs, games, pictures with the bunny,
& train ride, a giant egg hunt and The
San Marino Firefighters Association
Pancake Breakfast
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MIKE DRIEBE CALLS IT A CAREER

Mike Driebe is retiring as President of the USC Arcadia (formerly Arcadia
Methodist) Hospital Foundation after 14 years of exceptional service. During
his tenure, the hospital went through multiple major expansions/upgrading
of facilities to cement its reputation as a world-class hospital in our backyard.
But Mike is not riding into the sunset. At least not yet. In fact, in less than
three months, he will begin his year-long term as District Governor for
Rotary District 5300. In addition to his stellar career at the hospital, and his
years of service to District 5300, Mike also served our club as president
around ten years ago.

The Rotary Multi-Club Service Project for
THE ARROYO AND FOOTHILLS CONSERVANCY

‘;:n members of the Pasaden, Sierra Madre, Altadena, South Pasadena, and San Marino Clubs and get some
sh air and exercisel There are two separate and distinct opportunities: Cottonwood

Canyon and Rubio Canyon. Cottonwood Canyon is the easy one. Choose one and meet some
easy one. Choose one and

COTTONWOOD CANYON SHEET MULCHING:

Date: Saturday, April 6, 2024

‘Time: 911 AM.

Parkat: 1966 Linda Vista Avenue. This is not a building, but the location of a large boulder marking the
Cottonwood Canyon property of AFC. Look for it on the East side of the road.

The work: “Sheet mulching” Cardboard will be placed on ground. Mulch will then be spread on the
cardboard. This prevents growth of invasive plants yet still permits water to penetrate to the ground.

Distance from parking area to work area: Right across the street.

Take: pitchforks and rakes. The rakes should be bow rakes (hard parallel metal prongs) as opposed to weak
fan leaf rakes. Sun hat, gloves, jacket if cool weather.

Exciting optional hike! — At the end of our service, Tim Martinez will lead a short hike slightly uphill to &
historic old Artesian spring that still flows. It only takes about 5 minutes.

RUBIO CANYON TRAIL MAINTENANCE:

Date: Saturday, April 6, 2024

Time: 11AM. :

Pakat:  Rubio House, 1101 E. Loma Alta Drive, Altadena. If parking full, Trail Crew boss Sean Green
will direct you. Latecomers may be parking one block away.

The work: TBD by future assessment. It is dictated by the conditions on that day. Typical work includes
trimming or removing plants, shoveling and raking debris, removing rocks from the trail,
possibly removing fallen trees or rockslide obstructions. Separate groups might be formed
based on necessary tasks, and the skills/motivation of the volunteers.

Distance from parking to work area: Volunteers should be able to hike one mile. Possible 200-foot gain.
Take:  Tools are available for about 20 volunteers. Tpical toolsinclude shovels, MeL.¢ods, bow rakes.
j “and small loppers or lippers. Bring what you can, some tools will be provided. In addition to
Svator and snacks, volunteers should bring their own work gloves and weather profection

{sunglasses and a hat i s warm, a ket i its cold). Wear hiking shoes o boats.

RSVP NO LATER THAN FRIDAY MARCH 29 to: Pasadena R(?!arian Cory
Brendel. cor il.com, i participation 20 Rotarians at each
Jocation. There will be other “non-Rotary” volunteers at Rubio Canyon.

Upcoming Schedule (Invite a friend)
Apr 4 Rotary Readers, Mary Ulin

Apr 11 Craft Talks

Apr 18 Titan Business Plans, Isaac Hung
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